
    

 
Dayton Memorial Library Flummoxed? Call: 303-458-4031 bg rev. 6/2010        -1 
www.regis.edu/library                          or Email: library@regis.edu                  
   

Dayton Memorial Library 
Research Guide for Sociology 

 

 

Why begin with 

reference books? 
 

Reference books 

provide factual and 

background 

information about a 

topic.   

 

Use reference books 

to explore your topic 

before you begin 

searching for articles. 

You’ll have a better 

feel for appropriate 

search terms, recent 

developments, and 

key thinkers. 
 
 

 
 

 
Access library resources through the Regis Library website at 
www.regis.edu/library. Use the  Library Quick Links  menu on the left 
side of the website to navigate. 
 
To access the Sociology Research Guide, select the Research by Subject 
link in the Library Quick Links menu and choose “Sociology” from the 
alphabetic list.   
 
What’s the fastest way to find what you need at the library? Call or 
email a Librarian. Phone: 303-458-4031 Email: library@regis.edu 

 
Reference Books 
 
Find Regis Library’s electronic and print reference books using Lumen, the library catalog. Print 
titles are located on the second floor of Dayton Memorial Library.  Lumen is located under under 
the Books tab in the Sociology Research Guide, or by selecting Search Library Catalog on the 
Library Quick Links menu. 
 
Search multiple online reference books at one time with the databases, Gale Virtual Reference 
Library and Credo Reference. Find these reference databases under the Books tab in the 
Sociology Research Guide, or in the A-Z database list located on the Library Quick Links menu. 

 
A few reference books to get you started:  

 
Encyclopedia of Homelessness 
call number: REF HV4493 .E53 2004 (DML 2nd Floor) 
 

Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, 2008 
available electronically through Lumen or Gale Virtual Reference 
 
Immigration and Illegal Aliens: Burden or Blessing? , 2008 
available electronically through Lumen or Gale Virtual Reference 
 
International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences  
call number: REF H40.A2 I5 2008 (DML 2nd Floor) 
also available electronically through Lumen or Gale Virtual Reference 
 

Handbook of Aging and the Social Sciences, 2006 
available electronically through Lumen or Credo Reference 
 
Key Sociological Thinkers 
call number: REF HM51 .K43 2008 (DML 2nd Floor) 
 
Multiculturalism in the United States 
call number:  REF E184.A1 M85 2005 (DML 2nd Floor) 
also available electronically through Lumen or Gale Virtual Reference  
 

UXL encyclopedia of Native American tribes, 2008 
available electronically through Lumen or Gale Virtual Reference 

http://www.regis.edu/library
http://www.regis.edu/library
http://libguides.regis.edu/sociology
http://www.regis.edu/library.asp?page=research.sg
http://lumen.regis.edu/
http://libguides.regis.edu/sociology
http://libguides.regis.edu/atozdatabases
http://libguides.regis.edu/atozdatabases
http://libguides.regis.edu/atozdatabases
http://libguides.regis.edu/sociology
http://libguides.regis.edu/atozdatabases
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How do I know if an 

article is 

“scholarly?” 

 

Scholarly articles 

include references 

and are written by 

experts. Scholarly 

articles are reviewed 

by an editorial board 

prior to publication.  
 

 

 
 
Finding Scholarly Articles:  
 
Sociological Abstracts - Begin your research in Sociological Abstracts, part of the CSA Illumina 
collection. This database includes citations and abstracts for scholarly literature about sociology 
and related disciplines, such as anthropology, urban studies, and criminology. Find abstracts for 
articles from nearly 2,000 journals, as well as references to book reviews, books, book chapters, 
dissertations, and conference papers. See page 3 for tips. 
 
Academic Search Premier – This article database provides access to many, sociology and 
related journals. Search Academic Search Premier by subject (use the thesaurus to find terms) 
or by keyword. 
 
CQ Researcher - Writing a paper on a controversial social issue? CQ Researcher is a superb 
place to begin. Find reports, written by journalists, on subjects such as immigration, affirmative 
action, and homelessness. Reports include statistics, opposing viewpoints, related legislation, 
bibliographies, and more. 

 
Academic Onefile - This multi-subject database provides access to 
several, full-text, sociology-related journals, and indexing for many 
more.  Search Academic OneFile by subject (Use the Subject Guide 
Search) or by keyword. 
 
ScienceDirect (Elsevier) - This database covers all of the sciences, so 
be sure to select Social Sciences in the subject field before searching. 
Science Direct includes the full text of hundreds of of journals plus 
handbooks, reference works, and other electronic books. 
  

Annual Review of Sociology (within the Annual Reviews series) - This 
publication includes analytic reviews of primary research literature in 
sociology. Don’t pass up this excellent resource; you may find a 
review of literature on your topic. 

 
Contemporary Women's Issues (CWI) - Part of the First Search Premium Collection, this 
database includes full text or citations from almost 2,500 international sources related to 
women's issues, including periodicals, monographs, and "gray literature." Password Required. 
Contact the Reference Desk via email, or phone (303)-458-4031 (Toll Free: 1-800-388-2366 
x4031).  
 
Black Thought and Culture - A full-text database containing the non-fiction writings and spoken 
words of black American leaders from a variety of occupations.  
 

mailto:library@regis.edu
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Tips for Searching Sociological Abstracts:   
 
Search Sociological Abstracts using “Boolean Logic.” Basically, this means you combine unique 
concepts with “and,” and combine synonyms with “or.” In the example below, the “and” means 
the word Homeless must appear in each resulting article along with at least one of the words 
Children or Youth or Juveniles.  
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

Sociological Abstracts Search Screen. 

Once you’ve completed your search, notice that you can 
further limit your results using the tabs at the top of the 
screen. If you are required to use scholarly articles click the 
green, peer-reviewed journals tab. 

 

Soc Abstracts searches two or 
more words in the same box 
as a phrase. For example, if 
we typed Homeless Children 
in one of the search boxes, we 
would retrieve all articles 
containing that exact phrase, 
but not articles containing the 
phrase Homeless Youth. 

Sociological Abstracts Results Screen. 

The * symbol is used to find variations of a 
word. For example, Homeless* retrieves 
the word Homeless or Homelessness.  

Use the dropdown menu to choose 
from a list of fields to search. Unless 
you have a specific author, title, or 
descriptor, a “keyword” or “anywhere” 
search is a good bet. 

Check to be sure that CSA 
Illumina is searching the correct 
database, Sociological Abstracts.  

Find the full text of an article by clicking the 
“Check for full text” link  at the bottom of 
each search result.  

 

Notice that for each of your results 
there is a list of descriptors. Click 
on a term to find all articles 
assigned that descriptor.  
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Finding Books:  
 
Begin your search for books with Lumen, Regis Library’s online library catalog. Lumen is 
located under under the Books tab in the Sociology Research Guide, or by selecting Search 
Library Catalog on the Library Quick Links menu. Circulating books at Dayton Memorial 
Library are located on the third floor.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Not finding what you are looking for in Lumen? 
 
You can also use Prospector to search for books and other media outside of Regis University 
Library. Prospector contains records from over 20 front-range library catalogs. Books requested 
through Prospector usually take a few days to arrive at Dayton Memorial Library, or another 
Regis campus. 
 
Books that are unavailable at Dayton Memorial Library AND through Prospector may be 
requested through InterLibrary Loan. 
 
Access Prospector and InterLibrary Loan by selecting the Books tab on the Sociology Research 
Guide or through the Library Quick Links menu on the Regis Library website.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A quick way to 
expand your search 
to the Prospector 
catalog is to click 
the “Web Bridge” 
button to the right 
of your Lumen 
results.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A quick way to 
expand your search 
to the Prospector 
catalog is to click 
the “Web Bridge” 
button to the right 
of your Lumen 
results.  
 
 
 
 

Lumen search and results screens. 

http://lumen.regis.edu/
http://libguides.regis.edu/sociology
http://prospector.coalliance.org/
http://prospector.coalliance.org/
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http://www.regis.edu/library

