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SEARCHING: 
 
Enter words from your topic. Let’s say you are trying to find information on the connection between 
smoking and lung cancer.  
  
 When you enter more than one word in the search box, they are searched as a phrase. That means the 
system will look for those words (in the title, abstract, and subject headings) next to each other in that 
order. 
If you type  lung cancer smoking …      
 

                  
 
you will only pull up articles with that exact phrase in the title, abstract, and subject headings of articles so 
you probably won’t get much. 
 
For better results enter the phrases in separate boxes with the word AND (drop down menu)  in between the 
boxes.   

 
 
By leaving the pull down box at Default Fields, all the fields (Keyword, title, author, etc.) will be searched. 
This will usually be the most effective way to search.  If you want to search only a specific author, a 
specific journal, or another specific field use the pull down menu to select the field of interest. 
The word AND is considered a Boolean operator. The words OR and NOT are also Boolean operators. 
These may be selected from the drop down menu box. 
 
 

OR 

NOT 

AND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Loechell      Reference Libr
AND (result must include both terms: nurses and productivity) 
 

OR (result may have either term: cancer or neoplasms) 
 

NOT (result must have the first term without the second: nurse not 
shark) 
 
******************************************************** 
Wildcard (the asterisk *) – Search the variants of the root of a word : 
 
Estrogen*  will search the words estrogen, estrogens, estrogenic, etc. 
Nurs* will search for articles with words starting with that root such as 

nurse, nurses, nursing, etc. 
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Limiting your search to scholarly journals, to full text articles, or by 
date: 
 
 
If you wish to limit your search to scholarly journals only and/or full text articles only, click the boxes in 
the  “Limit your results” section. You may also limit your search to articles from a specific date range. 
 

 
 
NOTE: If you limit your results to full text only, you may miss out on some good articles that are full text in 
another one of our databases or in print on the shelf. For journals that aren’t full text there is a link (check 
for full text) that you can click and it will check to see if the journal is full text in another Regis database. If 
it isn’t found, click the Lumen link to see if it available in print (paper) in the library on the shelves. 
 
Finding the Full Text of the Article if it isn’t in the database 
Click on “Check for full text” and you will be linked to the database that contain the full text of the article if 
it is available. 
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