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1. Finding Background Information 
 
When beginning a research project, it’s always a great idea to start by looking at background 
information.  This will help you focus your topic and put it in a proper context.  Also, searching for 
background information will often lead you to suggestions for further research, so it’s an excellent use 
of your time. 
 
Subject encyclopedias are normally an excellent source for background information: 

Encyclopedia of the American Civil War (Reference E 468 .E53 2000; 5 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of the Korean War (Reference DS 918 .E53 2000; 3 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War (Reference DS 557.7 .E53 1998; 3 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of World War I (Reference D 510 .E53 2005; 5 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of World War II (Reference D 740 .E516 2005; 5 vols.) 
Historical Dictionary of Iraq (Reference DS 70.9 .G47 2004)       
Historical Dictionary of the Persian Gulf War, 1990-1991  
(Reference DS 79.72 .N48 1998) 
World Conflicts (Reference D 842 .B69 1998) 

 
Country-specific encyclopedias will provide articles from that country’s point of view: 
 Brockhaus Enzyklopaedie (Reference AE 27 .G672; 20 vols.) 
 Encyclopedia of American Social History (Reference HN 57 .E58 1993; 3 vols.) 
 Grand Dictionnaire Encyclopedique Larousse (Reference AE 25 .G63; 10 vols.) 
 Great Soviet Encyclopedia (Reference AE 5 .G68; 20 vols.) 
 Kodansha Encyclopedia of Japan (Reference DS 805 .K633 1983; 9 vols.)  
 
Specialized reference sources can help you check facts: 

Dictionary of Battles, 1816-1976 (Reference D 25 .A2 C34 1979; vol. 4) 
 Facts on File (online via the library’s website) [Use to verify dates or chronology] 
 Harper Encyclopedia of Military History (Reference D 25 .D86 1993) 

Historical Atlas of the Vietnam War (Reference DS 557.7 .S93 1995)  
Historical Atlas of World War II (Reference G 1038 .P55 1995) 

  
The Holocaust is the focus of much scholarship and inquiry: 
 Dictionary of the Holocaust (Reference D 804.25 .F57 1999) 

Encyclopedia of the Holocaust (Reference D 804.3 .E53 1990; 4 vols.) 
Holocaust Encyclopedia (Reference D 804.25 .H66 2001) 

 
Interested in films? 

Guide to Films on the Korean War (Reference DS 918.16 .E38 1997)      
Hollywood War Films, 1937-1945: An Exhaustive Filmography of American Feature- 

 Length Motion Pictures Relating to World War II (Reference D 743.23 .S55 1996) 
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2. Primary Sources 
 
In history, primary sources are those materials created as close to the historical event as possible. 
Military documents, treaties, foreign policy documents, presidential (or other executive officer) papers, 
reports by war correspondents (not editorials or news summaries), letters, diaries and memoirs all 
represent primary sources for war experiences.  The following is a selective list of primary sources 
available in Dayton Memorial Library (DML): 
 
[Note: except when noted, all titles are located in the 3rd Floor Books section.] 
 
Government and historical documents 

American Decades Primary Sources (Reference E 169.1 .A471977 2004; 10 vols.) 
A Decade of American Foreign Policy: Basic Documents, 1941 - 1949 rev. ed.  
(1st Floor Gov Pubs S 1.69:415) 
Documents of German History (Reference DD 3 .S55) 
Documents on German Foreign Policy (1st Floor Gov Pubs S 1.82 :D/) 
Foreign Relations of the United States (1st Floor Gov Pubs S 1.1: year) 
Hidden Holocaust: Gay and Lesbian Persecution in Germany. 1933-45 
(Reference HQ 76.3 .G4 H6613 1995) 
Historic Documents of World War II (Reference D 735 .L3) 
Hitler’s Third Reich: A Documentary History (DD 256.5 .H536 1981) 
The messages and papers of Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy, including diplomatic 
correspondence, 1861-1865 (E 487 .C746 1966; 2 vols.) 
Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(E 806 .R749; vols.2-4, 10-13; see also Denver Public Library) 
Source Records of the Great War (D 521 .H6 1923a; 7 vols.) 
Treaties and Other International Agreements of the United States of America, 1776-1949 (1st 
Floor Gov Pubs S 9.12/2:) 
Trials of War Criminals (1st Floor Gov Pubs D 102.8; vols. 3, 5-15) 

 
You can find other books of primary sources by searching either Lumen, the Regis Libraries Catalog, or 
Prospector (regional libraries) using keyword searches, such as: 
  

WORLD WAR 1914 SOURCES 
[country name] HISTORY SOURCES 
WORLD WAR 1939 ADDRESSES (for speeches) 

 
Newspaper reports 
New York Times Backfile (ProQuest) 
 full content (text and images) of articles from the New York Times, 1851-2005 
 search key words from the headline, or search the full text 
 use the paper index (available at Reference AI 21. N45) to browse for articles, or to get ideas for 

your keyword searches 
 be sure to use the date limiting feature to improve your results 
 in the event of a catastrophic internet meltdown, we also have it on microfilm… 
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War correspondents 

Greenwood Library of American War Reporting (Reference D 5 .G84 2005; 8 vols.) 
Lande, Nathaniel.  Dispatches from the Front: the American War Correspondent 
(PN 4784 .W37 L36 1995) 
Pyle, Ernie. Brave Men (D 811.5 .P88 1944a) 
Reporting Vietnam: American Journalism, 1959-1975 (DS 559.46 .R46 2000) 
Shirer, William L. Berlin Diary: The Journal of a Foreign Correspondent, 1934-1941  
(D 811.5 .S5 1941) 

 
Prisoners of war 

American POWs in Korea: Sixteen Personal Accounts (DS 921 .S65 1998) 
Dyess, William E.  Bataan Death March: A Survivor’s Account (D 805 .P6 D93 2002) 
A Perfect Picture of Hell: Eyewitness Accounts by Civil War Prisoners from the 12th Iowa (E 507.5 
12th .P47 2001) 
Voices of the Vietnam POWs (DS 559.4 .H68 1993) 
Zincke, Herbert.  Mitsui Madhouse: Memoir of a U.S. Army Air Corps POW in World  

 War II (D 811 .Z56 2003) 
 
Other groups [Note: these titles contain secondary analysis along with some primary sources] 

And Justice for All: An Oral History of the Japanese American Detention Camps 
(D 769.8 .A6 A67 1999) 
Battlefield Chaplains: Catholic Priests in World War II (D 810 .C35 C76 1994) 
Double V: The Civil Rights Struggle of the Tuskegee Airmen (UG 834 .A37 S36 1994) 
Doughboy War: The American Expeditionary Force in World War I, ed. by James H. Hallas. (D 570 
.D68 2000) 
Our Mothers’ War: American Women at Home and at the Front during World War II 
(D 810 .W7 Y45 2004) 
Resilience and Courage : Women, Men, and the Holocaust (D 804.47 .T43 2003)  
A World without War: How U.S. Feminists and Pacifists Resisted World War I  
(D 570.1 .E27 1997) 
World War II and the American Indian (D 810 .I5 T69 2000) 

 
Individual experiences 

Bradley, Omar Nelson. A Soldier’s Story (D 756 .B7) 
Cook, Haruko Taya. Japan at War: An Oral History ( D 811 .A2 C62 1992) 
Dryden, Charles W.  A-Train: Memoirs of a Tuskegee Airman (D 790 .D78 1997) 
Duffy, Francis Patrick.  Father Duffy’s Story (D 570.9 D8) 
Gaulle, Charles de. War Memoirs 3 vols. (D 761 .G3733) 
Kardoff, Ursula von. Diary of a Nightmare: Berlin, 1942-1945(D 811.5 .K3653 1966) 
Knoke, Heinz.  I Flew for the Fuhrer (D 787 .K613) 
Kovic, Ron.  Born on the Fourth of July (DS 559.5 .K68) 
Rickenbacker, Eddie.  Fighting the Flying Circus (D 606 .R5 1965) 
Saint-Exupery, Antoine de. Pilote de Guerre (D 788 .S3 1942b) [In French] 
Waddington, Mary King.  My War Diary (D 640 .W18 1917) 
Ward, Joseph T.  Dear Mom: A Sniper’s Vietnam (DS 559.5 .W368 1991) 

 
 



 4 

You can find other books that recount personal war experiences by searching Lumen or Prospector using 
searches such as these: 
 

subject search, entering the name of a Civil War leader 
keyword search, entering: VIETNAM WAR PERSONAL NARRATIVES 
keyword search, entering: WORLD WAR 1939 CORRESPONDENTS 

 
One more source worth mentioning is the American Civil War: Letters and Diaries database (on the 
library’s History subject guide under Research by Subject).  It includes letters, diaries, and memoirs 
written by more than 2000 people living during the US Civil War.  You can browse by date, battle, 
personal events, etc., or search by keyword.   
 
Lumen vs. Prospector: where to start 
Regis has a good collection of war-related books, so it’s possible that you’ll find everything you need at 
Regis.  If you’re looking for a specific book, it’s best to start in Lumen to see if Regis owns it, then switch 
to Prospector by clicking on the Check Other Libraries button within the Lumen catalog.  For other 
searches, Lumen is a much faster system (since it’s a smaller database), so start with Lumen to refine 
your search, then switch to Prospector to expand the number of results. 
 
Lumen Library Catalog (Regis) 
 searches both DML and the Colorado Springs branch library 
 keyword search – finds records with the word(s) in the title, subjects, contents, and notes 
 subject word search – finds  records with the word in the subject heading 
 author search – books by a certain author  
 title search – displays titles in alphabetical order or attempts an exact match if the entire title is 

entered – can be sent to Prospector (see below) if it’s not owned by Regis 
 
Prospector Union Catalog (Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries) 
 group catalog for 23 academic and public libraries, including Regis 
 search functions are the same as Lumen 
 if Regis doesn't own the book, or if the Regis copy is checked out, it may be requested through 

Prospector using your student ID number (7 digits starting with a 0 or 1) 
 use Prospector to request books from our Colorado Springs library  
 allow 4-5 days for the book to be delivered (longer on weekends) – to check the status of a request, 

contact the circulation department at circdesk@regis.edu or 303-458-4030, or use the My Library 
Account section of Lumen (click on the link under Services) 

 
3. Secondary Sources  
 
Finding books 
Being aware of variations of terms, or of how terms have changed over time is crucial to identifying all 
relevant titles.  The following are two examples of how one subject is described by many terms: 
 
 World War II    Nazi 
 European War, 1939   Nazism 
 Far East and Pacific Areas  National Socialism 
 World War, 1939-1945   Germany -- National Socialist Movement 
   

mailto:circdesk@regis.edu
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Use the Library of Congress Subject Headings (5 vols., available at the Reference Desk) to identify the 
correct subject headings for searching in Lumen and Prospector. 
 
One series that’s worth a special mention is The American Experience in World War II (D 769.A2 A44 
2003, 12 vols.).  This is a collection of previously published articles from scholarly journals.  Each volume 
covers a different topic, such as the home front, American diplomacy, and the role of minorities and 
women.  The volumes may be checked out, but be mindful of your fellow scholars and return the 
volumes at your earliest convenience. 
 
Finding journal articles 
Journal articles generally provide up-to-date information. Current scholarly articles on historical events 
offer analysis and theory.  Articles written around the time of an historical event can provide a 
contemporary viewpoint.  Before examining the specific article resources for history, take a moment to 
review the sidebar on Boolean searching, which 

is required by some of the resources.  For more 
information about Boolean searching and other 
search options within the article resources, talk  
to a reference librarian.  
 
DML offers you many different databases and 
indexes for finding articles.  A selected list 
follows: 
 
[Note: titles in bold are online resources 
available on the library’s History subject guide 
(under Research by Subject); titles in italics are 
print resources in the DML reference collection.  
Also, off-campus access to most library 
resources is available using your RegisNET 
account information.  For more information, 
contact the reference desk.] 
 
Academic OneFile (InfoTrac Web System) 
 full-text articles from over 4,400 college-

level, scholarly journals and general interest 
magazines on all subjects, with citations and 
abstracts from an additional 6,700 titles   

Boolean Operators: An Overview 
 
Boolean searching uses special operators to 
combine your search terms to either limit or 
expand your results.  Examples of Boolean 
operators include: 

    
 AND (result must include both 

terms: world war 1939 and 
propaganda) 
 

 OR (result may have either term: 
peace activists or pacifists) 
 

 NOT (result must have the first 
term without the second: nazi 
not skinhead) 

 
When using Advanced Search mode in both 
Academic OneFile and Academic Search Premier, 
AND is assumed for terms in different search 
boxes, making it a little easier to do complex 
searches. 

 if using the Keyword search, use Boolean  
 operators for the best results  
 browse the Subject guide to find articles on a selected topic  
 limiting options include full-text and refereed (scholarly) publications 
 use the Print Preview button in the Tools box to get the best results when printing 
 if the full text isn’t available, go into the full record and click on Check for full text (again, more on 

that later) 
 
Academic Search Premier (EBSCO)  
 full-text articles from nearly 4,500 scholarly journals and general interest magazine on a wide range 

of topics, with citations and abstracts from an additional 3,750 titles 

OR 

NOT 

AND 
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 use the Advanced Keyword search to enter  
terms or phrases, then select the appropriate Boolean operators to use between terms (AND, OR, 
NOT) 

 browse the Subjects search to find specific headings in the proper format  
 limiting options include full-text and scholarly (peer-reviewed) publications  
 if the full text isn’t available, click on Check for full text to see if the article is available from another 

Regis resource (more on that later) 
 
America: History & Life and Historical Abstracts (EBSCO) 
 citations and abstracts for articles from over 1,700 history journals from around the world 
 abstracts for 1.2 million books, dissertations, and reviews on all topics of history 
 search both databases for world coverage (using the Choose Databases >> option) or select one of 

the databases to limit by geography: 
o America: History & Life for US and Canadian topics 
o Historical Abstracts for the rest of the world 

Searching tips: 
1. when you get a good match from a keyword search, look at the Subjects to find more 

precise terms for narrowing your search 
2. select English in the Language field unless you’re fluent in other languages 
3. use the << Search Options to narrow your results by era, document type, etc. 

 
History Reference Center (EBSCO) 
 full text from more than 2,400 reference books, encyclopedias and non-fiction books, 
 full text for more than 130 leading history periodicals, including American Historical Review and 

Journal of American History 
 more than 61,100 historical documents, 66,000 biographies of historical figures, more than 110,200 

historical photos and maps, and more than 80 hours of historical video 
PLEASE NOTE:  the intended audience for this database includes high school students, so make sure that 
the resources you select are appropriate for college level research (i.e., pick the Academic Journal as 
your Publication Type limit) 

 
LexisNexis Academic 
 full-text news reports from leading local, national, and international newspapers and wire services 
 will not have war stories from earlier eras, but may be useful for locating interviews 
 use the Guided Search option to select specific news sources & for access to older sources 
 
PAIS International in Print (Reference Z 7163 .P9) 
 PAIS selectively indexes books, journal articles, government documents and reports relating to 

economic and social conditions, public policy, and international relations of countries worldwide 
 DML owns 1934, 1936-37, 1939, 1941-43, 1962-1999  
 not every item listed is in English, so look for the language indicator in the record 

 
Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature (Reference AI 3 .R48)  
 useful in identifying older news and popular press articles 
 covers 1890-present 
The previous databases and indexes are more general in nature and tend to be the best source for 
history-related articles.  Depending on your topic, you might be directed to a different database not on 
this list that’s more appropriate for your subject matter.   
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Tracking down the full text: 
Sometimes, databases won’t have the full text of an article. In some databases, you’ll see a link that says 
Check for full text. This will check the rest of our online article databases and our current print 
subscriptions to see if your article is available somewhere else.  Here’s what to expect:  
 

1. if an Article is available, click on it to access the article; otherwise… 
2. if a Journal link is available, note the article title and date so that you can search for it in the 

linked database; otherwise… 
3. click on the Loan Ranger Login option to request a copy of the article from another library  

Please note: if you already have a Loan Ranger account, then your request will be filled out 
automatically when you log in – once submitted, you should be able to download your article in 
2 to 5 days  (more about this service below…) 

 
How to get an article (or book or other library material) that’s not available in the library: 
 in the library’s front page, click on Request Books, Articles, etc. under Services 
 enter your RegisNET account to login, then fill in your personal profile (first time only) 
 fill in as much information as possible about the article (or book, etc.) that you want 

 LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ƻŀƴ wŀƴƎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘŜȄǘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ, the article 
information will be automatically entered into the form ς all you have to do is verify it!   

 use Loan Ranger to monitor your requests and review your request history 
 articles generally arrive within 2-3 days – when you’re notified about an electronic delivery, you’ll 

log into Loan Ranger and select Download Articles from the main menu to access your article (can 
be saved, read, or printed) 

 
You can also use Loan Ranger to request books not available through Prospector.  These are generally 
available within one to three weeks.  If you have questions about the status of a Loan Ranger request, 
you can log into Loan Ranger and use the View Outstanding Requests feature. 
 
If you have a citation from a paper index and need to check if Regis owns your article, you should use 
the Locate a Journal feature (in the Library Quick Links menu).  Enter the title of the journal (not the 
article’s title) and click on Go!  Since this search includes only those print journals with a current 
subscription, you may also need to check Lumen (using a Journal Title search) for older articles -- just 
select Search Library Catalog from the Library Quick Links menu to get to the main search screen, and 
remember to search for the journal’s title (again, not the article title). 
 
Government publications 
The U.S. government has published many titles on World War II. Three particularly valuable historical 
series available in DML are: 

Army Air Forces in World War II: Combat Chronology, 1941-1945 
 (1st Floor Gov Pubs D 301.82:C3/941-45) 
History of the U.S. Marine Corps Operations in World War II   
(1st Floor Gov Pubs D 214.13: W89; 5 vols.) 
U.S. Army in World War II (1st Floor Gov Pubs D 114.7; 76 vols.) 

 
Though not an official government publication, the following title covers the remaining branch of the 
military: 
 History of U.S. Naval Operations in World War II (3rd Floor Books D 773 .M6; 15 vols.) 
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Internet research tips 
 Scan through sites pre-selected by Regis librarians: 

On the History subject guide (under Research by Subject), select the recommended web sites 
option, then choose an option under the Military History section. 

 Scan through sites pre-selected by search engine: 
o http://dir.yahoo.com/Arts/Humanities/History/By_Subject/Military_History/ (Yahoo) 
o http://www.google.com/Top/Society/History/By_Topic/Wars_and_Conflicts/ (Google) 
o Select the time period, and then select the conflict you want to study. 

 Search sites by search engine:  
The different search engines search in different ways (index vocabulary, directory, full-text or 
content), or search entirely different parts of the internet (Web, e-mail, graphics or sound), or 
search pre-selected and rated Web sites. If you search the internet using only one search engine and 
using only one search term, you may be missing valuable information.   

 

What’s a scholarly source?  
Regardless of where you find it, use this checklist to determine if a source is appropriate: 
 Authority: Who wrote it?  What credentials does s/he have? [PhD, affiliation with university] 
 Source: Where was it published?  How was it selected for publication? [look at submission 

guidelines for evidence of peer review or other editorial processes] 
 For internet sites, look at the domain name (.edu, .gov, .mil, etc.) for help in figuring out the source 

(or publisher) of the site 
 Currency: When was it published?  Has it appeared in other forms with/out revision? 
 Research: Are other sources cited in a bibliography/reference list?  Are foot/endnotes used?  
 Bias: Is there an objective viewpoint?  Is the author making assertions without documentation, or 

with questionable documentation? [e.g., her/his own work, crackpots] 

 
For guidelines on citing internet resources, go to the library’s Handouts and Guides page (under 
Research) and select the appropriate style guide. Alternatively, ask the reference desk for our handouts 
on this topic. 
 
4. Research Consultation Appointments 
 
If you encounter questions or difficulties during your research, do not hesitate to contact a reference 
librarian for assistance.  Stop by the desk, call us at 303-458-4031, or send an e-mail to 
library@regis.edu.   You can also use the library’s 24/7 chat reference service -- just click on the Ask Us! 
button on the library’s website. Remember, we’re here to help! 
 

Reference Desk hours: Monday-Thursday:      9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
    Friday:           9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
    Saturday:          9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
    Sunday:        12:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
 
You can also request an individual research consultation with Martin Garnar, the library’s history liaison.  
Send an e-mail to mgarnar@regis.edu or call 303-964-5459. 
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