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Commencement Address 
April 30, May 1, and May 2, 2021 

Rev. John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 
 
Graduates, welcome to your commencement!  It gladdens my heart to be 

assembled together and in person.  To our invited guests, thank you for taking the 

time and care to be present with us to support your graduate.  

 

To our Trustees, alumni and colleagues, thank you for the support and 

encouragement in all ways to make this celebration possible.  To our faculty, thank 

you for your unfaltering commitment to our students and, especially, to the Class 

of 2021.   

 

In my commencement addresses, I often reflect and expound on what our 

graduates will take with them from Regis University.  Today, I would also like to 

reflect on what the Class of 2021 has brought to and left indelibly with us.   

 

While persistence and tenacity are ancient to the human condition, in recent years 

more has been explored and written about grit as a personality trait.  In 2007, 

leading psychologist, Dr. Angela Duckworth, defined grit as “perseverance and 

passion for long-term goals.”  She observed that individuals high in grit were 

better able to maintain their determination and motivation over long periods, 

despite experiences with failure and adversity.  In fact, grit fuels the stamina to 

stay the course amid challenges and setbacks.   
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Each and every one of our graduates has demonstrated grit extraordinaire.  You 

have sustained the hardiness and resiliency required to complete your degree and 

under exceptional circumstances.  In 2019 and into early 2020, when Regis 

University was confronted by and surmounting a sinister cyber-attack, you showed 

us your grit.  From Spring 2020 and to the present, as our world, our nation, and 

our University grapple with the coronavirus, you continue to show us your grit.   

 

Dr. Duckworth put forth that grit is a better predictor of success than intellectual 

talent or IQ.  If this is true, dear Class of 2021, and as you clearly have both grit 

and wit, your success is certain.   

 

But together let us explore what success means in the context of a distinctive Jesuit 

Catholic education.   

 

St. Ignatius of Loyola often closed his letters to fellow Jesuits with “ite, 

inflammate omnia.”  Or, “go, set the world on fire.”  Taken literally, it is a 

perplexing expression.  Fire destroys and our world is alight with hatred, 

resentment, greed, and other all-consuming, devastating passions.  Fire purifies too 

and figuratively, this is the moving spirit behind St. Ignatius’ expression.  His hope 

was for the Jesuits establishing schools and missions near and far to set ablaze a 

deep and abiding faith and commitment to God, to society, and to one another.   

His invitation was for us to lead by example and to be “a fire that kindles other 

fires.”  And, I daresay, he may have been inviting us to show grit.   

 

In terms of a distinctive Jesuit Catholic education, we characterize success as 

living a purposeful and fulfilling life of leadership and in service to others.  I pray 



 3 

that underneath those mortarboards a restless and unquenchable fire has been lit.  I 

pray that we sparked in you a zeal for continuous learning.  I pray that you use the 

gift of fire from Regis University to inspire constructive conversations and 

outcomes.   

Take your extraordinary grit and wit and the foundations of your Jesuit Catholic 

education at Regis University as torchbearers to:   

 

• Be responsible citizens, sensitive to the needs of our time and champions 

for the vulnerable 

• Relish and respect the intersection between faith and culture, embrace 

interfaith engagement and open up the world for the marginalized.   

• Be relentlessly committed to social and environmental justice and seek the 

common good for all.   

• Be unwaveringly optimistic about human nature and look for and recognize 

God in all people and all things.   

 

Understand too the advantage and benefit that comes with holding a prestigious 

degree from Regis University.  As of 2018 U.S. census, roughly 35 percent of all 

Americans hold a bachelor’s degree.  Eleven percent of all Americans hold a 

master’s degree.  And under 3 percent of all Americans hold a doctorate or 

professional degree.   

 

Fewer still have bachelor’s, master’s or doctorate degrees from one of our twenty-

eight American Jesuit colleges and universities.   

 

The hand of God held the door open for you to enter Regis University.  Pay it 

forward.  Encourage, invite, and hold the door open for someone else to enter.  
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Always pack and take your Jesuit Catholic values into every endeavor, dialogue, 

situation, and opportunity.  These values will never, ever let you down.   

 

Know you will always have a home and a family at Regis University.  Embrace the 

alumni network and stay in close contact.  Be assured – always -- of our love and 

our prayers for you and those you love. 

 

And now, with honor and pride as the 24th President of Regis University, will the 

graduates please rise.   

 

_______________, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, please rise.   

 

By the authority invested in me by the Legislature of the State of Colorado and the 

Board of Trustees of Regis University, I hereby confer the degrees of 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

At this time, it is my pleasure to ask you all to move your tassels from the right 

side to the left side and join the many proud graduates of Regis University.  


